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Abstract Given a sequence of k simple polygons in a plane, and a start point p, a target point q. We approximately

compute a shortest path that starts at p, then visits each of the polygons in the specified order, and finally ends at gq.

So far no solution was known if the polygons are disjoint and non-convex. By applying a rubberband algorithm, we give

an approximative algorithm with time complexity in k(g)-O(n), where n is the total number of vertices of the given

polygons, and function x(¢) is as

A(e) = (Lo— L)/

where Lo is the length of the initial path, and L is the true (i.e., optimum) path length. The given rubberband algorithm

can also be applied to solve approximately three NP-complete or NP-hard 3D Euclidean shortest path (ESP) problems

in time x(e)-O(k), where k is the number of layers in a stack which contains the defined obstacles.

Key words rubberband algorithm, shortest paths, touring polygons, parts cutting, g-rectangles
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Fig. 1 Illustration for the simplified P-TSP in
[9] where polygons are assumed to be given in

a particular order.
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TSP in [3] also assuming convex polygons.
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Fig. 5 Illustration for identical endpoints of steps.
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tialization points].

BAE ATV E — DA R MG o,
f3p1 = po = qo. EXFIEIE T, HiL14.22 1
B KRR I T E B e = (p,p),ph,q),
P, = @Ap, = q. EMKIES.1231. (& [12]1 5]
16, FA1E B 1 5, py ANGE T po Mp,)

BATRRIXAWILEB] -1 (15 T A B R I HH I
(1 — 4 1B AL 72, T et IRAE SV IR W U A B AT
Fo e T A R R IR AR R ). — e, B s R
U Bl B () 22 A 2R i IR F D AN R B S N
) R T s SRR IR AR T 1 VR 1R 4.2280 R AL

T — 4B A0 AT DL A AR BR A0 R FRATT AT DA
TV p, = qo. FIE, AT B s, Fls, HUIBR I — Bt A
I3 /N Z B LUT R85 W 0] M 1) A\ 28cis
[ A BRI R (1 IR AT TE.

FAME L2, 24, Y1, Yo MIRIERIE N -

8 =2.221 x 10~ (BE 2 WL 1)

21 =2-0 Fl y, =2x 2,

Ty =240 F yp=—4x (,—3)

P = (‘Tlayl) Al po = (952792)

IEAN, R BRI FE R

e =1x1071%

WITHI 2 10 i p = (p,p1,pa, q) K5 TF8.1231.
BN B B R = (p, 0, 0h,q), P = (0.3646,
0.7291), p, = (2.8636, 0.5455). & [K2%ETF4.4944 (i
I R BT RIS s, 2 WRHE2).

R R BRATL R ST

e=1x10"1°
2 NG EAR R /D BT LS SR 2 b AT ST
— G A A NN A Matlab7.045¢ 5k 520
(. an SR PRATT A S BRI A

§'=2.22x10"16
AN 2 S WU mipy = po = g FIFEIIEE IR G R.
KRR T EHIAGE R 2, Mo, £ 2.22x 107102 ] ff)
ZE5. BRI, AT SRR N, B

6 =2.221x 10716
FEIXFNRE R VLSS, B 2 0 A2 08 /)N s i
SEERE T

3 —itnyH

FATTA IR EEIE IR 53 (10 AN (72 7% ) KA Bk fie
PPV SR L

3.1 HREZIiAREES

AKX — B ) F RS AL B R B 1)
AN RN BUR VA= RPN S YN <[ ¢ T e RPSNTITE I
(ML ZEAAE T 4.2:0 715228 ).

Hik 2

1. Let ¢ = 10710 (& @ K5 A ).

2. WHEVIGEAEp = (p,p1,D2s - iy @) KEL

3. Let ¢ =pHli =1

4. while i<k -1 do

4.1 Let gs=pit1

4.2 WE—A g, € OP,(Z W12 5] B3 iF
) fii 15

de(q1,92)+

de(qs,q2) = min{d.(q1,q) +dc(gs,9) : € OP;}.

(Hrhop k2P i)

4.3 T ¥ep, Jq. LAE BT 12 p.

4.4 Let ¢y =pMli=i+1

5.1 Let g3 =¢

5.2 WA rigs € OP MR

de(q1,q2)+

de(gs,q2) = min{d.(q1,q) +d.(g3,9) : € OP; }.

5.3 T ffp, g, ATE B 2p.

6. TR = (D,p1,D2s - -+, iy @) IS L.

7. Let 6=11—1,

8. WHS > e, MAilbl, =1, HgotoR 5 =25,

U T

. / //\ /\\
1 7 Lo

_/i)/ b v / \/

Py g Py

Kl 6 Ui IHFEIER214.2:0 F15. 228 146K

Fig. 6 Illustration for the initialization for Steps
4.2 and 5.2 in Algorithm 2.



XX W

1 0 I 1) I 0 I é

1 -5.4831e-007 7 -1.2313 13 -7.0319e-010 19 8.8818e-016
2 -6.2779e-006 8 -2.0286 14 -4.5732e-012 20 8.8818e-016
3 -7.7817e-005 9 -0.2104 15 -3.0198e-014 21 -8.8818e-016
4 -9.6471e-004 10 -0.0024 16 -8.8818e-016 22 8.8818e-016
5 -0.0119 11 -1.6550e-005 17 8.8818e-016 23 -8.8818e-016
6 -0.1430 12 -1.0809¢-007 18 -8.8818e-016 24 0

R 2 YIG AR E S UL I HIANZ Ros [, p1 = (2-0",2(2—6"))Mp2 = (240", —4((2+6") = 3) AL RL, 0 =

2.221e-16].

Table 2 Number I of iterations and resulting ds, for the step set shown in Figure 5, with p; = (2—§",2(2—¢"))
and p2 = (2+6",—4((246') — 3)) as initialization points and ¢’ = 2.221e-16.

T RN T
Fig. 7 Input example for Algorithm 2.

R0 A7 2 WAR 7. JE 8 R — Ll
7P IST T) FET A A3 W B2 FRD I T 52 23 M (L A e 0 1)
SORMERUE R 2 IL[12]). M i i, 4 bl & 4 A\
i) J, 2R TPP ), A N 2 1m0 535 )
DA B SRk A3 (S W [12] -+ 5).

DU #0712 Fe H DA AR 3R AL 2% B A5 B
AT FAE3(E i SR — AN TE) T B A
WTPPR, PN BTA ) 2 30 T8 A 0 H 5 P1 I AN AH AL
1, AT 0 B AL PR L.

TRIF 1

Y(in seconds)
E &2 8 2 8 O
B m W N o W
T T T T T ]

=]
w
T

02

(1 [ S

0 \ . L . , L , \ . .
SUU UUU 11000 1200 1300 1400 15U 1600 1700 1800 1900
H(total number of vertices)

Kl 8 SHL2MK B AT I [A].
Fig. 8 Measured run times for Algorithm 2.

K9 BT RREL
Fig. 9 Illustration for Procedure 1.

BN — mpFWAS 2 UK PR P 1S p, € 0P N
OP,(Z ILHFi[E19).
btk — g € OP TR d, (¢,p) <clliHq ¢ OP,.

1. Let ¢ = 10710 (i& @ KiH %)
2. FH—rle; € E(P)fiifdp € e Ney, BLhbj = 1,

3. Let eg = qiqe. M s Mg, sy 7 & 2k
BlqipMaep LW AU(Z WG E9) 1153 d. (¢;,p) < elfi
Hq, #0P,, Hitj=1, 2.

4. Let ¢ =min{gs, qu } (R ARRR4L T HLHES )7
ELATR ).

5. frttg.

WERAF ARG, G € {1,2,... kM1 # §,0PNOP,,, #
0, BAFAVE S F 20 B Epo = p, P = g,
Py = p, T B Py = q(5F 35215 515300 2 W (L 1
T lab M5 1a8). BORP = {p,p1,p2, -, Dk, 4}

Hk 3

1. Let ¢ = 10710 (& e K5 %),

2. RGP = (D,01,D2,- -, Prs @) I EL .

3. Let ¢y =pHli =1

4. while i<k -1 do

dda. WR(p; = pimi Hps # pis)B(pi # pia



6

ez}

it &

XX %

Hp; = p'iJrIEZ(pi =piHp = Pit1)s 2 7 e
FeLvt 5 — mip A5 p; # piy Hp, # Diy1-

4.1 Let g3 =pi11

4.2 WA Aige € OP(Z W12 51 5300 i
B ) i

de(q1,92)+

d.(gs,q2) =min{d.(q:,¢') +d.(gs,q') : ¢ € OP;}.

(0PN P

4.3 i Hfep; A o U T A% p.

4.4 Let q; =p;Mi=i+1

5.1a. WK (pr = pr_1 Hpr # D) B(pr # pra
Hpk :pk+1)ﬁ(pk =Pr—1 E—pk :Pk+1)a T2 NH FRE
P — s Ml i py # Dr—1 Hpi 7 Prgr.-

5.1 Let g3 =¢q
5.2 TIH—"rig, € OP i3
de(qr,q2)+

de(gs,q2) =min{d.(q1,q) +d.(gs,9) : g € OP; }.
5.3 S Hlp, A g, LA BT R .

6. TFE R = (p,p1,D2s- -+ Dk, @) K SEL,.
7. Let 6=1,—1,

8. WIS > e, Aikl, =111 HgotoB 5 =
), 451k

[12]FK 115 B F X AN S UE AR A7 (R 5 2 34
T & A0 P P ASAH A AR N IS TE T, TPP R LA L
Fek A 22 T TR] PR ALV A -

B 1([12], & BE3T) L4 W TPPF 1t B 2% 1
Hk(€) - O(n) i — FH AT RUSE5, X Hn@ 45 € 2 14 ¥
I T kT A 2L

AR DAF s B, S35 A i 5K it S NP A
HEF :

E O 2([4], & BE6) X F AT il Minkowskilh
HL,(p > 1), WRZ LIPS, HEN
1) 2 Lyt )0, 45809008 #, S 4 ik 3 2 4 TE I
& (TPP)&NPHAEH].

3.2 %2

X T IRCE T -ROR B AARE Ry b I = 4EBR L
LA R) rp A A 22 R (R, SRR T AN AL
BRI 2 AR X)), FAT1Z R NIL BRI i 4k
FEE; TRV ={v,,v,,...,0, }.

X Tp e I, fRm, 24 idpifi HFAT T-zoylfi )1
[, NIDE A AW R 2 LB AN ES. ARG
fER— MBI Z B, Pt —A tHpFlr ke 13X

fEAT A S 2 A TE P, S, NITK — AN 35y, FR
AL, H Tpih— A Kt Z 4T

AT p P E AT IRAS KR 2 1B 4. BATIT G
% REATAT Wi p LR E — S R B 1l e A2y
s

K10 Zeid: AR R fal AR
] 0. 22 T .

Fig. 10 Left: a type 1 polyhedron. Right: type
2 polyhedron.

AU — AT L2 A — A — 2T 2 TR Y
HACHARAT T B A — AN OB 2 LT, ATt
— AN 22 T A — A Y A 2 A HACSATAT
T SR Ui e — OS2 T8,

T B0 il ot — A — B . 2 hi AR, A it —
QSEILY e ATTE

X BRI AT NS kAT M A A R
Pk ESPIN) . 3 AT 6 48 th, 3X P ] R <Ak )
7 JENP R AE R BENP 542 1.

TAHES R 2 TR IS BAMEBE T X2
— AN BT (R REJC A I 2 A, T H VS 2
WIS, B, —A R Z e LA —
AR TR, BUe ) BU& — AN 2 AT A

TAME 3| oI AN — 2ot &, B i FRAIK

ﬁ(x07y0a ZO)%EQE/EI‘FTJ I‘I‘I E(J*/I\)‘f‘l: fﬂaﬁ-&

S1={(x,y,20) 1 2o <T <00AYy <y <00}
So ={(z,y,20): —00 <z <zuAYo <y < oo}
Sz ={(x,y,20): —c0o<x <o A—00 <Yy < Yo}
Si={(z,y,20) 12 < <00A—00 <Y<y}

S; B — i, X Hi=1, 2, 3, 4. ik
M, ﬁiﬁi(ml,yl,zo)%E?&%lﬁJEP?V%E% > l‘oﬁﬁ
E_yl > Yo E/:J;/I\}{_i

Sp={(z,y,20): —00<T<00AYo <y <y}

Sy ={(2,y,20) 179 <z <y A—00 <y <00}



XX W

7

ABBES) (So )P — AN KA (FEF) 45 i, Bt

Shy ={(,y,20) 120 <z <00AY <y <y}
Sy ={(x,9,20) : 00 <T< Ty AYo <y <y }
Svy ={(,9,20) 170 <& <y Ayo Sy <00}
Su, ={(2,y,20) 1m0 <z <TIAN—00<Y<Yo}
IR LATAR, BATE =R

19')
(w0,Yg. 2 0)
m (x e ZO)
S5 g S

SJJ (x09y0>zo) (:EO, !!1,20) )\Shl

Bl 11 Bk e,
Fig. 11 Axis-aligned rectangles.

S, [52,53754]7£(+$7+y)[(_$7+y)a
(+a,—y))J7 In) LTS FH;

SL[S, | HE £z [y J7 7 L& T T

Shl[Shz,Svl,sz]E+x[—x,+y,—y]j‘j[ﬂj:;%‘?ﬁ?%
(7).

i8Sy, Sn, FUS, A il HE R T (S WA K1),
XHi=1, 2,3, 4, ) 71 2. WIRSHREAFEIEAEN
AT =z, +z, —y, Wty TR —AT7 1 FIRTCA,
BT ERE T 1R HE (— A P PP AT AEAS A A2 (10l oxof
TERIEER) SR R HUTEHY).

Bl 1

B BT — AN ] 5 22 1 A4 2 REAS T O 2
WG M. i ikp,q € T Lp. < ¢.. B
WV, ={v:ip. <v. <q.HveV} XV
£5. H[12) 1 e #27 R 4, @a%nqﬂpﬁuqqﬂlmﬁ’mm

i g B 12 T LARL B 24 e ki (€) - O (Vg ) SR AT B

DRI, 3 e 531 6 175 T2 BRI ES P i R ] LA 28 H T B
Y.

SR, A0 SEFRATVE A4 R AN T SO 2 1%
S8 N BIORE AR T (D, 82 A0 DL (952 22, %ﬁé
A5 F I p A g ] (1 /K L B A g o 8 452 /2 NP 5E
1

<_xa_y>7

RE B 3([13], & H4) HE 2 AL — BB AT
Y, K ZLI, il — X HERTTEHE 1 0L 1 i

B2 ENPSE R, WA RS RIS =
TG, 4 I SRR Tt NP
2.

Bl 2

AT A 11 TR T — A ] B
ZMAAWHLEAN U KREZARE =M.
Ha[m]ﬁﬁ%fmm‘ A, AL T p g TE] )RR L H

e JL R AR ] LA Mk (2) - O(| V| ) R AT BATH 5.
ljkt, IXFRRE ) 1) TE IRTESP () 8 ] LAAT Rt i Bl A
k.

SR, W RFAME SAUE R A O 21U
A ZMIBIRAN, AR U e B, Sk
T pRlgr ] i R L HLAE f B AR e NP oS 4211

SEHL A(2]) HE R P EERF I, K
2 AL, = HTEHE KRR L 2P 15 4 il B3 475 42 NP I
M.

FEASC LA R 13 3B 1 I3 R4, FoAT 1A fl b A
PPN R PR AE 1 1) R

3.3 Z=/"NPRELENPR&M ]

Eﬁmm 2BL—FE, ﬁaﬂ‘mm&réeﬁzm%m
&, FIFEREF LA Z L. FATIAEN HHET 1
ﬁm :&Ui&ﬁiﬁ%mz&ﬁ?ﬁﬁmﬁlxﬁ@ 7

5 3

BAME GBI R R TE — AN FIE T £ i ik
AR AN G 2 3 T S8 — AN Bl HE R TR 1 #h. R
W, q € T Ap, < q., KHLVIEIRI A4, tH[12]/
FE BE320] K, AL F T IIrh p g [a) ) R L B 4l A 4 %
T LA 28R k() - O(|V,o|) R AT 5. DRIk, X
TR I 1 T2 RTESP 1] 8 ] LUAT 250k 1 ABL A v (2 W
K12).

% 4

BATE e m2an T (B N g o2y b
MITL): AR I — A 5 0% 38 2 100 1 0 2 B A OC B
ZITE R —A = MBI AN 2] 2 #320] %1, f
O T pAl g 18] ) R L B Al e T % 448 W] LA DL & %
PEk(e) - O(|V,g|) RITBAITH.

Bl 5

RBES AN AT B8R LA K HE. A5 TS Ik
JUSL S S BR AR T LLLL R 2% (e) - O () IR BE. AR
P LU e B, T4 ) A8 RS B 2 NP 52 A2



8 oA R oW

XX %

SEBE 5([13], ERLS) HEARAAALE ol b
YR, K2 J LI, ZK-F-BE B 4% H HE b (kL 1
RILEEAEENPITE .

#l 6

B BESHEEAN HUE I, S HER I M. & TS
eh IR L LA A R A T A LA 2k (e) - O (k) kil
LTE S MRHE LR (o 512 il ARG 0 A 1) B
U AL B A2 O (K):

B 6([13], & BHl6) B BESAR M IE 1Y, Hhxt
HEHTTE 1 HE, St i B L M 4 d5 Ji7 5 455 ] LA LA 52 5%
PEO(k*) Kt 5.

Bileut B, — A B U B9 O& VR MO R
SO (K*) RS i A 1) 8 20 0] LA LA S A% Pk (e) - O (k) K
WALV A3 ORE 10 155 5 Bie T DA 3 45 78 VML RE AR IE
S FNCIN Ak = =N

olr

¥(in seconds)
= o
B o
Bl ®

o
[=}
=

ol . \ \ . . . L . . .
200 400 GO0 000 10000 1200 1400 1600 1000 2000 2200
X{tetal number of vertices)

B 12 SE218 T g RETE f b A As AT I ).

Fig. 12 Illustration of measured run time for
Algorithm 2 applied to the complements of g-
rectangles.
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